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The chart above illustrates the total number of detainees held at Luton
and Kempston custody suites during April, May and June 2026. Across
this three-month period, Bedfordshire Police Custody recorded 2732
detainees in total. A breakdown by month is provided below.
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19 Custody Records were reviewed this quarter
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The focus for the meeting in May was on
strip searches of those from an ethnic

minority background and other records of
those from an ethnic minority background




Feedback on Custody
Records

Detainee was released
very quickly. No issues
found with record.

The detainee was on Level 2
Observations and markers were
recorded on record. Medication was
prescribed by the HCP. The record
was very detailed, however it is noted
that one of the cell visits were
delayed due to custody being busy.

Detainee requested an
Appropriate Adult. The Youth
Offending Team were
involved in the detainees
care. The rights and strip
search were delayed until the
arrival of the Appropriate
Adult and detainee was
released within 3 hours.




ACTIONS AND OUTCOMES




Recruitment
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One of our aims for 2026 is to
continue to recruit from
diverse backgrounds so that we
can accurately represent the
community of Bedfordshire.
We also aim to recruit those
with lived experience, as well as
subject matter experts for our
panel.




CALL for

Could you help make a difference in your community?

The Independent Custody Detention Scrutiny Panel (ICDSP) is currently
undertaking a recruitment drive for new volunteers, and we would love to
hear from people from all walks of life across Bedfordshire.

We are particularly keen to ensure that our volunteers reflect the diversity of
Bedfordshire's communities. We welcome applications from:

e Members of the public from across Bedfordshire

e People with lived experience and unique perspectives

e Individuals from different ethnic, cultural, religious, and socioeconomic
backgrounds

e Professionals from a range of sectors

e People of all ages and backgrounds who are passionate about making a
positive contribution to their community

Having experience of custody or the criminal justice system is not a
requirement. We value a broad range of experiences and perspectives, as
these help ensure that our scrutiny reflects the community we serve.

Our aim is to build a panel that represents Bedfordshire in its entirety. The
more diverse our volunteers are, the better we can understand and
represent the needs, concerns, and experiences of the communities we
serve.

If you are interested in becoming an ICDSP member or would simply like to
find out more about the role, we would be delighted to hear from you.

Your voice, your perspective, and your experience could make a real
difference.



ICDSP
Annual Report

We are pleased to announce that our first Annual Report has
now been published following review and ratification by the
Police and Crime Panel.

The report highlights the important work undertaken by the
Independent Custody Detention Scrutiny Panel (ICDSP) over
the past year and showcases our commitment to providing
independent scrutiny and promoting transparency.

As part of our ongoing efforts to continuously improve, we are
keen to hear from and involve a diverse range of voices from
across Bedfordshire. We would particularly encourage
individuals with lived experience to consider joining the Panel
and contributing to this important work.

Please take a moment to read the
Annual Report, which is available on
our website here.

Independent Custody Detention Scrutiny Panel
[ i LA
Annual Report
2025/26



https://www.bedfordshire.pcc.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/get-involved/icdsp/icdsp-annual-report-2025-26-v3.pdf

Date of Next Meeting

ICDSP Meeting - Monday 7™ September 2026
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