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Grassroots Innovation Fund - Expression of Interest Form (2026 – 27)
Please ensure you read the criteria document and confirm you meet the requirements before submitting an expression of interest.

Application close date: 12noon on Friday 15th May 2026*

*Please note that the application window may close early while we review responses, should we receive a high volume of eligible applications. It may re-open again, should capacity not be reached once the applications have been reviewed.

If the project involves children or vulnerable adults, you must have an appropriate Safeguarding Policy and submit a copy with your expression of interest form. Additional relevant policies may be requested at the award stage. 


Applicants can submit an expression of interest between £100.00 - £5,000.00. Joint expressions of interest and co-commissioning are encouraged, and multiple applications across different projects are permitted.
 Section 1 Organisation Information
	Contact details
	Name:

Telephone number:

Email address:


	Organisation type
Social Enterprise, CIC, Registered Charity, PTA, Community Group, etc
	


	Organisation name
	


	Organisation location 
Please provide details of your organisation’s primary location, as well as the geographical areas where you currently operate.
	

	Companies House / Charity Commission number 
	

	Project title
	

	Area of activity
Bedfordshire countywide / Bedford Borough / Central Bedford / Luton / Queens Park / Dallow / Biggleswade etc
	


	Duration of activity (e.g. 6 weeks or 4 months)
	

	Does your proposed project work with children or vulnerable adults?
	

	If you answered yes to the above, do you have an appropriate Safeguarding Policy?
Please submit a copy of this policy alongside your expression of interest submission
	



Section 2 Police and Crime Plan Contribution
	Summary of the project (max 250 words) - Please include details of the project, the project format, who the project will support, the referral format, the duration of the project, the number of people who will benefit and the people /partnerships involved especially if co-commissioning.

	










Section 3 Project Information
	Summary of contribution to the Police and Crime Plan (max 250 words) - Please describe how the project will contribute to the delivery of the Police and Crime Plan and clearly outline which objective(s) the project will respond to.
a) Preventing crime
b) Tackling serious crime 
c) Putting victims at the heart of the criminal justice system
d) Building an excellent criminal justice system  
e) Protecting women and children
f) Securing an excellent police service
g) Reinvigorating local policing

	










	Summary of the intended outcomes (max 250 words) - Please include details of the community and/or neighbourhoods that the project will serve and what impact the project will have on these communities/ neighbourhoods. Please detail how the impact will be measured and what you expect to achieve.

	










	Summary of compliance against funding priorities (max 250 words) - Please include details of how your project will respond to at least one of the following priorities:
a) Innovation - including implementing new ideas, effecting positive changes, improving efficiency, designing new solutions and problem-solving concerns in the community. Innovation can be demonstrated by experimenting with a new project, tool, process, cohort or location
b) Prevention - demonstrated in correlation to any mission, such as reducing risk, avoiding harm, diversion from the criminal justice system and prevention of escalation and repeat offending
c) Social Justice – treating people fairly, equitably, reducing inequalities, and preventing disadvantage
d) Public Health Approach – prevent harm, illness, inequality impacting on criminality before it begins

	













Section 4 Financial Information
Maximum total funding £5,000.00
Please ensure that sufficient detail is provided for each cost under the description, stipulating the number of hours, Full Time Equivalent (FTE), sessions etc as appropriate.  
	
	Description of cost
	Cost

	Direct Staffing Costs where applicable 
(Salary, Personnel costs etc)
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	Indirect Staffing Costs (Training etc)
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	Other Costs
(Venue hire, Travel costs, Equipment etc)
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	Total cost
	£



Section 5 Timeline and decision making
· When you submit an expression of interest, someone from the OPCC Commissioning Team may contact you to obtain further information if required.
· Only expressions of interest that are complete and submitted to
PCC-Commissioning@beds.police.uk before 12noon on Friday 15th May 2026* will be considered.
*Please note that the application window may close early while we review responses, should we receive a high volume of eligible applications. It may re-open again, should capacity not be reached once the applications have been reviewed.
· If your expression of interest is successful you will be informed via the email address listed in the expression of interest contact details within 3 weeks of the application window closing.
· If successful you are required to sign the OPCC Partnership Commitment and complete an the OPCC’s Project Evaluation Form to report on the impact of your project, as well as, where appropriate, sharing the OPCC’s Feedback Survey with those that have benefited from the project.
· Please note the OPCC reserves the right to complete due diligence before and / or during the project, this may include requesting to see copies of policies and documents, asking for receipts / evidence of expenditure, and / or conducting visits proportionate to the project purpose.

	
	
	



image1.png
GRASSROOTS

INNOVATION FUND




image2.jpeg
A Bedfordshire

A Police & Crime
A Commissioner





